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equal to the great ceremonial in Westminster Abbey which had been
the central feature of the previous celebration. Her correspondence
shows her fencing with her grandson, the Kaiser, who had wished
to come and bring a great retinue with him, thereby imposing on
her the necessity of inviting other Sovereigns with their retinues.
In deference to her view the Sovereigns did not come, and the
" Diamond Jubilee," as the public called it, became a domestic
celebration of the British Empire in which the Queen Empress
figured as the " little old lady in black " in the midst of a pageant
drawn from all parts of her Empire. Many picturesque pens described
the scene, but it is best recalled in the simple and homely words in
which she recorded it in her Diary :1
June 22nd. A never-to-be-forgotten day. No one ever, I believe, has
met with such an ovation as was given me, passing through those six miles
of streets, including Constitution Hill. The crowds were quite indescribable,
and their enthusiasm truly marvellous and deeply touching. The cheering
was quite deafening, and every face seemed to be filled with real joy. I
was much moved and gratified. . . .
At a quarter-past eleven, the others being seated in the carriages long before,
and having preceded me a short distance, I started from the State entrance
in an open State landau, drawn by eight creams, dear Alix,2 looking very
pretty in lilac, and Lenchen sitting opposite me. I felt a good deal agitated,
and had been so all these days for fear anything might be forgotten or go
wrong. Bertie3 and George * rode one on each side of the carriage, Arthur 5
(who had charge of the whole of the military arrangements) a little in the
rear. My escort was formed from the 2nd Life Guards and officers of the
native Indian regiments, these latter riding immediately in front of my
carriage. . . .
"We went up Constitution Hill and Piccadilly, and there were seats right
along the former, where my own servants and personal attendants, and
members of the other Royal Households, the Chelsea Pensioners, and the
children of the Duke of York's and Greenwich schools had seats. St. James's
Street was beautifully decorated with festoons of flowers across the road and
1" Letters of Queen Victoria," Vol. Ill, p. 174.
2 The Princess of "Wales, afterwards Queen Alexandra.
3 The Prince of Wales, afterwards King Edward VIE.
4 Afterwards King George V.
5 H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught.